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as a matter of fact, exasperated most of his aristo-
cratic colleagues. Secondly, the ordinary jury
represented by the electorate decided at the
earliest possible opportunity that Disraeli had
governed their affairs neither with success nor
prudence; and thirdly, the personalities were
introduced by Disraeli himself. His own imagina-
tion was as egotistical as anyone's.
" Gladstone's style gives me a headache,** wrote
Disraeli more than once. And as Disraeli was
one of the best letter writers that have ever
lived, his opinion has gone down on the Mid-
lothian campaign. The effect of turning to these
speeches after reading the abuse of them, is over-
whelming. Far from being demagogic, they are
often pedantic, and chock full of references to
international law and European history. There
was never any great attempt to prove that the
Government had sacrificed, in any immediate
sense, the interests of the country. The appeal is
entirely to the moral order, to the iniquity of
imperialism and excessive power. The pede
poena claudo is the only bogey which he holds up.
Never again does the speaker suggest any imme-
diate advantage as likely to accrue from voting for
Kim He gives no pledge. He can suggest no
material reason why the electors of Midlothian
should give him their vote. He indeed gives every
reason why the^ should not, and a reading of the
Midlothian speeches, which is in itself a liberal
education, fills one with disgust for the squalors of
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